
 

 

1987 Constitution 
 
SECTION 1. Suffrage may be exercised by all citizens of the Philippines not otherwise 
disqualified by law, who are at least eighteen years of age, and who shall have resided in the 
Philippines for at least one year and in the place wherein they propose to vote for at least six 
months immediately preceding the election. No literacy, property, or other substantive 
requirement shall be imposed on the exercise of suffrage. (Article V) 
 
Republic Act No. 8189 or the Voter's Registration Act of 1996 
 
SECTION 3. Definition of Terms. — As used in this Act: 
a) Registration refers to the act of accomplishing and filing of a sworn application for 
registration by a qualified voter before the election officer of the city or municipality wherein 
he resides and including the same in the book of registered voters upon approval by the 
Election Registration Board. 
 
SECTION 9. Who May Register. — All citizens of the Philippines not otherwise disqualified 
by law who are at least eighteen (18) years of age and who shall have resided in the Philippines 
for at least one (1) year and in the place wherein they propose to vote for at least six (6) 
months immediately preceding the election, may register as a voter. 
Any person who temporarily resides in another city, municipality or country solely by reason 
of his occupation, profession, employment in private or public service, educational activities, 
work in the military or naval reservations within the Philippines, service in the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, the National Police Forces, or confinement or detention in government 
institutions in accordance with law, shall not be deemed to have lost his original residence.  
Any person, who, on the day of registration may not have reached the required age or period 
of residence but who, on the day of the election shall possess such qualifications, may register 
as a voter. 
 
SECTION 11. Disqualification. — The following shall be disqualified from registering: 
a) Any person who has been sentenced by final judgment to suffer imprisonment of not 
less than one (1) year, such disability not having been removed by plenary pardon or amnesty: 
Provided, however, That any person disqualified to vote under this paragraph shall 
automatically reacquire the right to vote upon expiration of five (5) years after service of 
sentence. 
b) Any person who has been adjudged by final judgment by a competent court or tribunal 
of having committed any crime involving disloyalty to the duty constituted government such 
as rebellion sedition, violation of the firearms laws or any crime against national security, 
unless restored to his full civil and political rights in accordance with law: Provided, That he 
shall automatically reacquire the right to vote upon expiration of five (5) years after service 
of sentence; and 
c) Insane or incompetent persons declared as such by competent authority unless 
subsequently declared by proper authority that such person is no longer insane or 
incompetent. 


