1987 Constitution

ARTICLE IX Constitutional Commissions

C. The Commission on Elections

SECTION 2.  The Commission on Elections shall exercise the following powers and functions:
(1) Enforce and administer all laws and regulations relative to the conduct of an election,
plebiscite, initiative, referendum, and recall. xxx

(4) Deputize, with the concurrence of the President, law enforcement agencies and
instrumentalities of the Government, including the Armed Forces of the Philippines, for the
exclusive purpose of ensuring free, orderly, honest, peaceful, and credible elections.

Sec. 4. The Commission may, during the election period, supervise or regulate the enjoyment
or utilization of all franchises or permits for the operation of transportation and other public
utilities, media of communication or information, all grants, special privileges, or concessions
granted by the Government or any subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including
any government-owned or controlled corporation or its subsidiary. Such supervision or
regulation shall aim to ensure equal opportunity, time, and space, and the right to reply,
including reasonable, equal rates therefor, for public information campaigns and forums
among candidates in connection with the objective of holding free, orderly, honest, peaceful,
and credible elections.

Sec. 10. Bona fide candidates for any public office shall be free from any form of harassment
and discrimination.

Omnibus Election Code

Sec. 52. Powers and functions of the Commission on Elections. — In addition to the powers
and functions conferred upon it by the Constitution, the Commission shall have exclusive
charge of the enforcement and administration of all laws relative to the conduct of elections
for the purpose of ensuring free, orderly and honest elections, and shall: xxx

(c) Promulgate rules and regulations implementing the provisions of this Code or other laws
which the Commission is required to enforce and administer, and require the payment of legal
fees and collect the same in payment of any business done in the Commission, at rates that it
may provide and fix in its rules and regulations. xxx

(i) Prescribe the use or adoption of the latest technological and electronic devices, taking into
account the situation prevailing in the area and the funds available for the purpose: Provided,
That the Commission shall notify the authorized representatives of accredited political parties
and candidates in areas affected by the use or adoption of technological and electronic
devices not less than thirty days prior to the effectivity of the use of such devices.

Sec. 57. Measures to Ensure Enforcement. — For the effective enforcement of the provisions
of this Code, the Commission is further vested and charged with the following powers, duties
and responsibilities: xxx



2. To stop any illegal election activity, or confiscate, tear down, and stop any unlawful,
libelous, misleading or false election propaganda, after due notice and hearing.

Sec. 68. Disqualifications. — Any candidate who, in an action or protest in which he is a party
is declared by final decision of a competent court guilty of, or found by the Commission of
having (a) given money or other material consideration to influence, induce or corrupt the
voters or public officials performing electoral functions; (b) committed acts of terrorism to
enhance his candidacy; (c) spent in his election campaign an amount in excess of that allowed
by this Code; (d) solicited, received or made any contribution prohibited under Sections 89,
95, 96, 97 and 104; or (e) violated any of Sections 80, 83, 85, 86 and 261, paragraphs d, e, k, v,
and cc, subparagraph 6, shall be disqualified from continuing as a candidate, or if he has been
elected, from holding the office. Any person who is a permanent resident of or an immigrant
to a foreign country shall not be qualified to run for any elective office under this Code, unless
said person has waived his status as permanent resident or immigrant of a foreign country in
accordance with the residence requirement provided for in the election laws.

Sec. 79. Definitions. — As used in this Code: xxx

(b)  Theterm “election campaign” or “partisan political activity” refers to an act designed
to promote the election or defeat of a particular candidate or candidates to a public office
which shall include:

Sec. 86. Regulation of Election Propaganda through Mass Media. — (a) The Commission shall
promulgate rules and regulations regarding the sale of air time for partisan political purposes
during the campaign period to insure the equal time as to duration and quality in available to
all candidates for the same office or political parties at the same rates or given free of charge;
that such rates are reasonable and not higher than those charged other buyers or users of air
time for non-political purposes; that the provisions of this Code regarding the limitation of
expenditures by candidates and political parties and contributions by private persons, entities
and institutions are effectively enforced; and to ensure that said radio broadcasting and
television stations shall not unduly allow the scheduling of any program or permit any sponsor
to manifestly favor or oppose any candidate or political party by unduly or repeatedly
referring to or including said candidate and/or political party in such program respecting,
however, in all instances the right of said stations to broadcast accounts of significant or
newsworthy events and views on matters of public interest.

Fair Election Act

Sec. 2. xxx The State shall ensure that bona fide candidates for any public office shall be free
from any form of harassment and discrimination.

Sec. 13. Authority of the COMELEC to promulgate Rules; Election Offenses. — The COMELEC
shall promulgate and furnish all political parties and candidates and the mass media entities
the rules and regulations for the implementation of this Act, consistent with the criteria



established in Article IX-C, Section 4 of the Constitution and Section 86 of the Omnibus
Election Code (Batas Pambansa Blg. 881).

Rules and regulations promulgated by the COMELEC under and by authority of this Section
shall take effect on the seventh day after their publication in at least two (2) daily newspapers
of general circulation. Prior to the effectivity of said rules and regulations, no political
advertisement or propaganda for or against any candidate or political party shall be published
or broadcast through mass media.

Violation of this Act and the rules and regulations of the COMELEC issued to implement this
Act shall be an election offense punishable under the first and second paragraphs of Section
264 of the Omnibus Election Code.



