Laws on Foreigners and Foreign Intervention in Elections
1987 Constitution

ARTICLEV

Suffrage

Section 1. Suffrage may be exercised by all citizens of the Philippines not otherwise
disqualified by law, who are at least eighteen years of age, and who shall have resided in the
Philippines for at least one year and in the place wherein they propose to vote for at least six
months immediately preceding the election. No literacy, property, or other substantive
requirement shall be imposed on the exercise of suffrage.

ARTICLE VI

The Legislative Department

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator unless he is a natural-born citizen of the Philippines,
and, on the day of the election, is at least thirty-five years of age, able to read and write, a
registered voter, and a resident of the Philippines for not less than two years immediately
preceding the day of the election.

Section 6. No person shall be a Member of the House of Representatives unless he is a natural-
born citizen of the Philippines and, on the day of the election, is at least twenty-five years of
age, able to read and write, and, except the party-list representatives, a registered voter in
the district in which he shall be elected, and a resident thereof for a period of not less than
one year immediately preceding the day of the election.

ARTICLE VII

Executive Department

Section 2. No person may be elected President unless he is a natural-born citizen of the
Philippines, a registered voter, able to read and write, at least forty years of age on the day of
the election, and a resident of the Philippines for at least ten years immediately preceding
such election.

Article I1X

B. The Civil Service Commission

Section 8. No elective or appointive public officer or employee shall receive additional, double,
or indirect compensation, unless specifically authorized by law, nor accept without the
consent of the Congress, any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind from any foreign
government.

C. The Commission on Elections

Section 2. The Commission on Elections shall exercise the following powers and functions: xxx
(5) Register, after sufficient publication, political parties, organizations, or coalitions which, in
addition to other requirements, must present their platform or program of government; and
accredit citizens' arms of the Commission on Elections. Religious denominations and sects



shall not be registered. Those which seek to achieve their goals through violence or unlawful
means, or refuse to uphold and adhere to this Constitution, or which are supported by any
foreign government shall likewise be refused registration.

Financial contributions from foreign governments and their agencies to political parties,
organizations, coalitions, or candidates related to elections constitute interference in national
affairs, and, when accepted, shall be an additional ground for the cancellation of their
registration with the Commission, in addition to other penalties that may be prescribed by
law.

Republic Act No. 7160 (1991 Local Government Code)

Section 39. Qualifications. — (a) An elective local official must be a citizen of the Philippines;
aregistered voter in the barangay, municipality, city, or province or, in the case of a member
of the sangguniang panlalawigan, sanguniang panlungsod, or sangguniang bayan, the district
where he intends to be elected; a resident therein for at least one (1) year immediately
preceding the day of the election; and able to read and write Filipino or any other local
language or dialect.

Republic Act No. 11054 (Organic Law for the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao)

Section 12. Qualifications. - No person shall be a member of the Parliament unless the person
is a citizen of the Philippines, at least twenty-five (25) years of age on the day of the election,
able to read and write, and registered voter in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region.

Section 30. Qualification of the Chief Minister. - No person shall be elected as Chief Minister
unless a member of the Parliament, a natural-born citizen of the Philippines, and at least
twenty-five(25) years of age on the day of the election.

Section 2. Qualification of the Wali. - The Wali shall possess the following qualifications at the
time of his nomination:
(a) Natural-born citizen of the Philippines; xxx

Republic Act No. 7941 (Party-List System Act)

Section 6. Removal and/or Cancellation of Registration. - The COMELEC may motu proprio or
upon verified complaint of any interested party, remove or cancel, after due notice and
hearing, the registration of any national, regional or sectoral party, organization or coalition
on any of the following grounds: xxx

It is a foreign party or organization;



It is receiving support from any foreign government, foreign political party, foundation,
organization, whether directly or through any of its officers or members or indirectly through
third parties for partisan election purposes; xxx

Republic Act No. 9369 (Automated Election Law, as amended)

Section 10. Section 8 of Republic Act No. 8436 is hereby amended to read as follow:

Section 12. Procurement of Equipment and Materials. - To achieve the purpose of this Act, the
Commission in authorized to procure, in accordance with existing laws, by purchase, lease,
rent or other forms of acquisition, supplies, equipment, materials, software, facilities, and
other service, from local or foreign sources free from taxes and import duties, subject to
accounting and auditing rules and regulation. With respect to the May 10, 2010 election and
succeeding electoral exercises, the system procured must have demonstrated capability and
been successfully used in a prior electoral exercise here or board. Participation in the 2007
pilot exercise shall not be conclusive of the system's fitness.

Batas Pambansa BIg. 881 (Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines)

Section 79. Definitions. — As used in this Code:

(@) The term “candidate” refers to any person aspiring for or seeking an elective public
office, who has filed a certificate of candidacy by himself or through an accredited political
party, aggroupment, or coalition of parties;

(b)  The term “election campaign” or “partisan political activity”” refers to an act designed
to promote the election or defeat of a particular candidate or candidates to a public office
which shall include: xxx

Section 81. Intervention of Foreigners. — It shall be unlawful for any foreigner, whether
judicial or natural person, to aid any candidate or political party, directly or indirectly, or take
part in or influence in any manner any election, or to contribute or make any expenditure in
connection with any election campaign or partisan political activity.

Section 95. Prohibited Contributions. — No contribution for purposes of partisan political
activity shall be made directly or indirectly by any of the following: xxx

(h)  Foreigners and foreign corporations.

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive any contribution from any of the
persons or entities enumerated herein.

Section 96. Soliciting or Receiving Contributions from Foreign Sources. — It shall be unlawful
for any person, including a political party or public or private entity to solicit or receive, directly
or indirectly, any aid or contribution of whatever form or nature from any foreign national,
government or entity for the purposes of influencing the results of the election.



Section 262. Other Election Offenses. — Violation of the provisions, or pertinent portions, of
the following sections of this Code shall constitute election offenses: Sections 9, 18, 74, 75, 76,
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106 107, 108,
109, 110, 111, 112, 122, 123, 127, 128, 129, 132, 134, 135, 145, 148, 150, 152, 172, 173, 174, 178, 180, 182,
184, 185, 186, 189, 190, 191, 192, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 209,
210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 223, 229, 230, 231, 233, 234, 235, 236, 239 and
240.

Section 264. Penalties. — Any person found guilty of any election offense under this Code
shall be punished with imprisonment of not less than one year but not more than six years
and shall not be subject to probation. In addition, the guilty party shall be sentenced to suffer
disqualification to hold public office and deprivation of the right of suffrage. If he is a
foreigner, he shall be sentenced to deportation which shall be enforced after the prison term
has been served. Any political party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less
than ten thousand pesos, which shall be imposed upon such party after criminal action has
been instituted in which their corresponding officials have been found guilty.



