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Quizzer: True or False

2024 Bar Questions on Political Law

1. Pho Gho, born in 1997 to a Filipino mother, who belatedly 
submitted his birth certificate, is qualified to run for Provincial 
Governor.

2. Andrew, male, is qualified to represent BINI-bini Party, a 
Women’s Party, under the Party-List System. 

3. The Senate, through its Internal Rules of Procedure, can 
shorten the period to file Election Protests set under the 
Rules of the Senate Electoral Tribunal.



Quizzer: True or False

4. Congress can provide for a party-list system in selecting local 
elective officials and can require them to be high school 
graduates.

5. COMELEC can issue penal rules for violation of its Resolution 
on Social Media.

6. COMELEC can postpone/ reschedule the national elections.

7. All election-related cases are cognizable by the COMELEC 
Divisions.

8. A Dual Citizen must take an Oath of Allegiance and renounce 
foreign citizenship in order to run for public elective office.



Quizzer: True or False

9. A person who files his/her Certificate of Candidacy on October 
8, 2024 can give ayuda to voters this Christmas.

10. All Incumbent Public Officers are deemed resigned upon filing 
of CoCs.

11. The CoC of an aspirant/ candidate vying for the position of 
District Representative who indicated “7 months” in the item 
on residency and stated that he is nominated by Political Party 
XYZ, when he is a not member thereof, can be canceled.

12. Substitution of all candidates can happen till mid-day of May 
12, 2025 provided the substitute bears the same surname as 
the substituted/ original candidate.



(1) Overview of 
Philippine Elections



1) Philippine Elections

oCHOPFE: Credible, Honest, 
Orderly, Peaceful and Free 
Elections 

oGeneral 

oFree 

oDirect 

oEqual

oSecret 

oGenuine Periodic Regular

oChoices (Persons and Policies)

oNational, Regional and Local

oSynchronized

oAutomated (or Manual)

oPlurality Formula (and proportional 
representation)

oGoverned by the Constitution and Law 

oSubordinate Legislation

oSupervised by an Independent Body 

oContributions and Expenditures 
regulated

oPolitical Parties and Party-List 

oPublic Disclosures



(2) Commission on 
Elections (COMELEC)



2) Commission on Elections

Constitutionally-
Created Admin. 

Agency

Independent 
Commission

Enjoys Fiscal 
Autonomy

Plenary 
Authority and 

Broad Discretion 

1 Chairperson 
and 6 

Commissioners

Qualifications 
Constitutionally-

Prescribed

En Banc and 2 
Divisions

Control and 
Supervision over 
EOs, BoCs & BEIs

Constitutional 
and Statutory 

Powers

Quasi-Legislative 
Power

Quasi-Judicial 
Power

Power to 
Enforce the Law

Investigative 
Power

Prosecutorial 
Powers

Coercive Powers



2) Commission on Elections

Quasi-Judicial (Division)

oDisqualification cases

oElection Protest

oPre-Proclamation 
Controversy

oAnnulment of 
Proclamation

Administrative (En Banc)

oCanvassing for Senators and 
Party-List

oFailure of Elections

oPostponement of Elections

oFiling of Information for an 
Election Offense 

oAnnulment of Book of Voters

oAccreditation of Party-List 
Organizations



2) Commission on Elections

Non-Exhaustion:
1. Urgency
2. Constitutional 

Issue
3. Transcendental 

Concern 
4. Pure Question 

of Law
5. Strong Public 

Interest



2) Other Public Offices on Elections

Supreme 
Court and 

Lower Courts

Electoral 
Tribunals

Canvassing 
Bodies

DepEd/ 
Teachers

DOJ/ 
Prosecutors

Military and 
Police



(3) Voters and 
Suffrage



3) Suffrage: Qualifications of Voters 
1. Filipino citizen

2. At least 18 yo on election day

3. Resident in Philippines for at least 1 
year prior to election (domicile or 
permanent residency)

4. Resident in place where propose to 
vote for 6 months prior to election 
day (domicile, permanent or 
temporary residency)

5. Not disqualified

6. To vote, must be registered

oRight to Register vs. 
Right to Vote

oFound in the 
Constitution

oReckoning period is 
election day

oList finite/ exclusive

oNo substantive 
requirements



3) Suffrage: Citizenship

1. Natural-Born
o Birth (1987 | 1 Parent)
o Election (1973)

2. Naturalized
o CA 473 (Judicial – Born outside Phl)
o RA 9139 (Administrative – inside Phl)
o Legislative (in or out Phl)

3. Dual Citizens
o Birth (1 parent jus sanguinis and 1 

parent jus soli)
o Naturalization (Oath and 

Renunciation)



3) Suffrage: Disqualification of Voters 

1. Sentenced by final judgment 
(imprisonment of 1 year or 
more)

2. Sentenced to suffer accessory 
penalty (political rights)

3. Adjudged by final judgement 
(crime involving disloyalty)

4. Declared insane or 
incompetent

oBy law

oPost-registration

oNot result to a 
substantive 
qualification



3) Suffrage: Local Absentee and Overseas

Local
oVote prior to Election Day

oNot in their precinct 
because of work 
(government official/ 
employee, AFP, PNP and 
media)

oNationally-elective 
positions

oManual system

oDeadline to register: 
September 30, 2024

Overseas
oQs – Citizens | Not disqualified | 18 yo

oDQs – Not citizen | renounced and 
allegiance with another country | 
convicted | insane

oNationally-elective positions

oRegistration and/or certification as an 
overseas voter 

oVoting may be done either personally, by 
mail or by any other means (Internet)

oDeadline to register: September 30, 2024



3) Suffrage: Registration of Voters 
oNature: Continuing

oListing: Computerized List at all Levels

oVoting Unit: Precinct (clustered during elections)

oLast Day: September 30, 2024 
oOpposition by October 11, 2024
oApproval/ Disapproval by October 14, 2024

oChanges: Permanent but subject to changes
o+ when new voters, transfer of residence, reactivation, 

inclusion
o - when cancellation (death), annulment of book of voters, 

transfer of residence, deactivation, exclusion



3) Suffrage: Deactivation of Voters 

oDisqualified to Vote

oFailed to Vote in 2 preceding elections

oRegistration excluded by the Court

oLose Filipino Citizenship

oFailure to have biometrics taken (validation)

(Note: Online reactivation up to September 25, 2024)



3) Suffrage: Inclusion and Exclusion

oWhat? Applications already acted upon
oWhere File? MTC (not COMELEC), then RTC (not 

COMELEC), then SC (question of law)
oGrounds? 
oInclusion - Disapproval or Name Stricken Out 

(not failure to apply)
oLast Day: January 27, 2025

oExclusion - Not Qualified or Fictitious Voter
oLast Day: February 1, 2025



3) Suffrage: Annulment of Book of Voters

oAnnul What? Book of Voters per precinct

oWhere File? COMELEC En Banc

oWho Files? Any Voter, EO or Party

oWhat Grounds? (1) Book Prepared Improperly, 
Preparation Attended with Vice or Fraud, and (2) 
Book contains Statistically Improbable Data 
(procedural, not substantive, not qualification of 
voters)



3) Suffrage: Election Day

Illegal Voter

oNot registered; Use another name; Disqualified; 
Multiple Registrant (allowed to vote if properly 
identified by BEI)

Illegal Act

oVote-Buying; Vote-Selling; Vote-Betting: Promise 
to induce or withhold vote (allowed to vote if 
take oath before BEI)



3) Suffrage: Summary
What    
Cases

When 
Raised

What 
Grounds

Where     
File

Effect if 
Granted

Effect if 
Denied

Opposition Application 
pending

Not qualified
Fictitious

ERB Application 
rejected – 
excluded

Application 
accepted – 
included

Inclusion Application 
acted upon - 
Rejected 

Disapproved
Name stricken out

MTC to RTC to 
SC

Voter included in 
list – can vote

Voter remains not 
listed –  cannot 
vote

Exclusion Application 
acted upon –
Accepted 

Not qualified
Fictitious

MTC to RTC to 
SC

Voter removed 
from list – cannot 
vote

Voter will remain 
in list – can vote

Annulment Pre-election day Flaw or vice in BoV 
preparation

Comelec En 
Banc

BoV annulled, 
voters cannot 
vote

BoV confirmed 
valid, voters can 
vote

Challenges Upon casting Illegal Voter
Illegal Act

BEI Not allowed to 
vote

Voter can vote



(4) Elective Officials, 
Qualifications and 

Disqualifications, Candidates 
and Substitution



4) Public Elective Officials and Qualifications 

Position Citizen Age Literacy Voter Resident Term
President/ 

Vice-President
Natural-Born 40 R and W Registered 10 years Phl P: 6 yr x 1

VP: 6 yr x 2

Senator Natural-Born 35 R and W Registered 2 years Phl 6 x 2

District 
Representative

Natural-Born 25 R and W Registered in 
District

1 year in 
District

3 x 3

Party-List 
Representative

Natural-Born 25 (if youth: 
25-30)

R and W Registered 1 year Phl 3 x 3

BARMM 
Parliament

Citizen 25 R and W Registered in 
BARMM

--- 3 x 3

LGU Officials Citizen P/ HUC: 23
Other M/ 

VM: 21
Others: 18

R and W
Filipino or 

Local Dialect

Registered in 
LGU

1 year LGU 3 x 3



4) Public Elective Officials: 18,271

oSenators: 12
oRepresentatives: 317

oDistrict: 254
oParty-List: 63

oBARMM Parliament: 73
oProvincial Governors/ Vice-Governors: 82 each
oCity Mayors/ Vice-Mayors: 149 each
oMunicipal Mayors/ Vice-Mayors: 1,493 each
oSangguniang Panlalawigan: 792
oSangguniang Panlungsod: 1,682
oSangguniang Bayan: 11,948



4) Party-List System

House of 
Representatives       
(317 from 297)

80% District 
Representatives (254) 
and 20% Party-List (63)

Proportional 
Representation: 2% (or 
lower till filled-up) and 

3-seat maximum 

Sectoral or 
Geographical

Delisted: Not 
Participate or Not 

Obtain Seat in 2019 and 
2022

Disqualified Parties/ 
Organizations

Nominees: Nominated | 
Member of Party

Nominees: CAN Party 
Official: CON and 

Affidavit of Q

Submit 10 Names 
based on Ranking 

(October 1 to 8, 2024)

Incumbent Public 
Officials as Nominee 

not deemed resigned | 
1-year ban not apply if 

not get seat

Withdrawal of Original 
Nominee: Change of 

Name up to October 8, 
2024

Death or DQ of 
Nominee: Change of 

Name up to Mid-Day of 
May 12, 2025

Last day for Raffle: 
November 29, 2024



4) Party-List System: Forms

CON

CAN

Affidavit of Q



4) Candidate under an Automated System

Intent to Run for Public Elective Office

Filed Certificate of Candidacy

Campaign Period started 
(Operative Fact)

Not died, disqualified, withdraw CoC 
and cancelled CoC



4) Important Dates

Within 30 days from CoC filing until December 13, 2024: 
Register Social Media accounts



4) Social Media: What should be registered?

1. All official social media accounts and pages, websites, 
podcasts, blogs, vlogs, and other online and internet-based 
campaign platforms of: 
oCandidates intending to participate in the 2025 NLE and 

BARMM parliamentary elections 
oParties intending to participate in the 2025 NLE and 

BARMM parliamentary elections 
oTheir respective campaign teams

2. Social media accounts and pages, websites, podcasts, 
blogs, vlogs, and other online and internet-based campaign 
platforms created or managed by any person or entity, that 
is primarily designed or primarily used to promote the 
election or defeat of a particular candidate or candidates. 

 



4) Liabilities of Aspirants (Pre-Election Period)

Not liable for …

oPremature Campaign

oVote-Buying

oUnaccounted 
Contributions and 
Expenditures

oUse of Billboards

oUnlimited media time

oForeign Intervention

Liable for …
oLibel and Cyber-Libel

oPerjury

oUnfair Labor Practice

oRevised Penal Code-
Crimes

oTax Evasion

oFraud

oBouncing Checks

oLittering

Public Officers:
oMalversation
oGraft
oDishonesty
oAbandonment
oDereliction of 
Duty



4) Effect on Incumbent Public Officials

Not deemed resigned: Appointive Officials 
nominated in Party-List and BARMM



4) Independent Aspirants/ Candidates 



4) Party Authorized Signatory

Party 
Information

Signatories

Certification

o If others: deemed 
not filed

o Conflict: Chair or 
Pres. prevails



4) Substitutions



4) Substitution due to Disqualification by 
Final Judgment

Not Possess Qs | 
Possess DQs | 

Nuisance | Material 
Mispresentation

Election Offense

Illegitimate Aspirant/ Candidate Legitimate Aspirant/ Candidate



4) Disqualifications: Aspirants/ Candidates 

1. Lack qualifications/ possess disqualifications

2. Violate Term Limits

3. Commission of an election offense

4. Nuisance Candidate

5. Sentenced by Final Judgment (accessory penalty)

6. Willfully Commits Material Misrepresentation

7. No valid, timely and properly filed CoC



4) Disqualifications: Election Offense

oPleading? Petition to Disqualify a Candidate
oWhat Offenses? Enumerated in Section 68 OEC (2 

options – DQ case or Election Offense criminal 
case): Vote-Buying; Terrorism, Unlawful 
Expenditures, Unlawful Campaign, Coercion of 
Subordinates, Threats, Prohibition against Release 
of Public Funds 
oWhere File? Comelec Division
oWhen File? Before Proclamation
oIf Not File? Election Protest; Election Offense



4) Disqualifications: Nuisance
oPetition? Petition to Declare a Candidate a Nuisance 

Candidate

oWho Is/ Considerations? Campaign Capability, Intention, 
Performance, Exposure, Platform, Party Affiliation, 
Organization, Profession, Income, Health, Education, Name
oNot Grounds: unpopularity and being an independent 

candidate; lack of financial resources to wage a campaign

oWho Files? Real Parties-in-Interest (similar names)

oWhere File? Comelec Division

oWhen File? Within 5 days from Last Day of Filing of Certificate 
of Candidacy (October 13, 2024) | from filing of CoC

oIf Not File? No remedy



4) Disqualifications: Material Misrepresentation
oWhat? Petition to Deny Due Course or Cancel a CoC

oElements? 

oMisrepresentation: Not true (facts which are true to the best 
knowledge of candidate)

oMaterial: pertains to Qualifications and Disqualifications (e.g. 
residency) | knew conviction of crime involving moral turpitude 
(libel) | violation of 3-term rule

onot material if pertaining to surname, profession, political party 
affiliation, civil status, legitimacy

oWillful/ Deliberate – Intent to defraud voters

oCandidate not actually qualified

oWhere File? Comelec Division 

oWhen File? 25 days from Filing of CoC



4) Sanctions against Local Officials



(4) Certificate of 
Candidacy



5) Certificate of Candidacy (CoC)

Complete

Truthful

Timely filed

Law does not demand 
from candidates perfect 
accuracy/ absolute 
certainty in the 
information that they 
supply in a CoC, but only 
such facts which they 
believe to be true to the 
best of their knowledge.



5) Certificate of Candidacy (CoC)
oNo CoC = Cannot run

o1 person = 1 CoC (withdraw other CoCs if filed > 1)

oFile personally or through authorized representative (SPA) 
(not mail, email or fax)

oIf filed in due form (no patent defects/ blanks), COMELEC 
ministerial duty to receive COC (if incomplete, not stamped 
“Received”)

oIf filed in wrong office = deemed not filed (Law Department, 
ORED, OPES or OEO)

oCompanions (maximum): Senators 4, others 3

oPosting of CoCs and CONAs: Starting October 18, 2024



5) CoCs: Personal Information
Name

Sex

Civil Status

Profession

Party 
Affiliation

Contact 
Information

Picture 
(taken last 
6 months)



5) Certificate of Nomination and Acceptance

Acceptance

Nomination



5) CoCs: Material Information

Domicile/ 
Residency

Registered 
Voter

Cases

Age



5) CoCs: Certification and Documentary 
Requirements

Signature (Original 
or Digital)

Notarized (not 
COMELEC staff)

Documentary Stamp: 
Attached to 1 copy and 

written on 4 Attach (Optional): Bio-Data 
or Program of Government



5) CoCs: 10 Declarations



Election Law Series

(2) January 17, 2025
1. Election Period Dos and 

Don’ts

2. Campaign Dos and 
Don’ts

3. Allowable and 
Prohibited Contributions 
and Expenditures

4. Election Offenses

(3) April 11, 2025
1. Postponement and Failure of 

Elections

2. Casting-Counting-Canvassing-
Proclamation

3. Guide to Pollwatchers and 
Lawyers

4. Pre-Proclamation Controversies 

5. Annulment of Proclamation

6. Election Protest



www.albertocagra.com
09175353823
alberto agra
attyagra
alberto.c.agra@gmail.com

Thank you.

http://ballotunboxed.com/subscribe

You may now download this 
Presentation from the website
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