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1.  Suffrage

Before, one can be imprisoned 
for not voting. Today, since 
1987, suffrage is a right. 



1.  Suffrage

On election day, as one is 
about to cast his/her vote, s/he 
can be challenged for being an 
illegal voter or for committing 
an illegal act. 



2.  Regular Elections

There are 3 levels of elective 
officials – National, Regional 
and Local. There are 3 elections 
in 2025.



2.  Regular Elections

Philippine elections must be 
held regularly and can only 
postponed by law or by 
authority of law.



3.  Aspirants and Candidates

There are no candidates today 
for local elective positions, 
only aspirants. 



3.  Aspirants and Candidates

Aspirants cannot be held liable 
for vote-buying and illegal 
campaigning but can held liable 
for crimes under the Revised 
Penal Code and Special Laws.



4.  Incumbents

Incumbent Local Chief 
Executives running for any 
Elective Office are not deemed 
resigned.



4.  Incumbents

Appointive Officials are deemed 
resigned on the day they file 
their Certificates of Candidacy.



5.  Qualifications

The qualifications for National 
Elective Officials are found in the 
1987 Constitution while those for 
Local Elective Officials are listed 
in the 1991 Local Government 
Code. 



5.  Qualifications

Congress can change the 
qualifications of local elective 
officials like requiring them to 
be high school graduates, but 
not for national officials. 



5.  Qualifications

A local elective official serves a full 3-
year term even if s/he resigns, is placed 
under preventive suspension, and 
vacates his/ her office due to an 
immediately executory decision 
dismissing him/ her. A term is not 
served if one succeeds into office and is 
suspended. 



6.  Disqualifications

COMELEC can declare a 
candidate a nuisance, cancel a 
certificate of candidacy and 
disqualify a candidate.



6.  Disqualifications

A respondent in a disqualification 
case who is subsequently 
proclaimed can be unseated and 
will be replaced if a final decision 
is rendered while serving his/ her 
term.



7.  Substitution

Today, up to election day, an 
affiliated aspirant/ candidate can 
be substituted only on account 
of death and disqualification.



7.  Substitution

The substitute must be have the 
same surname as the original 
candidate and must belong to 
the same political party as the 
latter.



8.  Party-List System

I can be a nominee of a 
Women’s Party and serve as its 
Party-List Representative.



8.  Party-List System

A Party-List Organization which 
obtains less than 2% of 2nd votes 
can secure a seat for as long as 
not all the seats (63 in 2025) are 
filled-up.



9.  Electoral Offices

Aside from COMELEC, Courts 
and Electoral Tribunals can 
resolve election-related 
disputes.



9.  Electoral Offices

Not all cases are filed with the 
COMELEC Division at the 1st

instance like Petitions for Failure 
of Elections, Postponement of 
Elections and Accreditation of 
Party-Lists.



10.  Campaign by Public Officials

Elective Officials can campaign 
while Appointive Officials, save 
Cabinet Secretaries, cannot. Job 
Order and Contract of Service 
Workers can.



10.  Campaign by Public Officials

While Local Elective Officials can 
campaign, they cannot use the 
funds, resources and facilities of 
the LGU for their campaign. 



11.  Campaign by Voters

A voter need not follow the 
size requirements for posters 
(2’ x 3’), rally streamers (3’ x 8’) 
and printed materials (8.5”W x 
14”L).



11.  Campaign by Voters

A voter can campaign in social 
media and is not required to 
register his/her campaign social 
media accounts. S/he can be 
held liable for cyber-libel.



12.  Campaign

Campaign has a specific purpose 
– promote the election or defeat 
of a candidate. One can be held 
liable for non-campaign related 
activities like libel, coercion, 
physical injuries and littering.



12.  Campaign

Giving ayuda by public officials may 
or may not be considered 
campaigning or vote-buying but 
regardless of purpose, cannot be 
distributed from May 2 to 12, 2025. 
Distribution of ayuda with campaign 
materials is presumed vote-buying.



12.  Campaign

Campaigning must be fair and 
non-discriminatory – no 
labeling/ red-tagging, no 
discrimination against women, 
no gender-based harassment 
and no vilification of PWDs.



12.  Campaign

Candidates are encouraged to 
use reusable materials for food 
and beverage, energy-efficient 
lighting, biodegradable materials 
for banners and LED billboards.



12.  Campaign

Vote-Buying is presumed when 
there are unusual transactions 
involving P500,000 or when 
persons possess or transport 
>P500,000 from May 10 to 12. 



13.  Tri-Media Campaign

The use of tri-media in campaigning 
by local candidates is expressly 
allowed and regulated by statute –
TV (60 minutes/ station), radio (90 
minutes/ station) and print (1/2 page 
in broadsheet and 1/4 page in 
tabloid).



13.  Tri-Media Campaign

Being featured in the news is not 
counted in tri-media campaign 
exposure.



14.  Billboards and Gadgets

For the very first time, putting 
up billboards are expressly 
allowed by COMELEC. There is 
no size limit. The only limitations 
are duration and distance.



14.  Billboards and Gadgets

While giving away shirts and 
gadgets is no longer prohibited, 
COMELEC approval is required.



15.  Use of Public Funds

Starting March 28, public funds 
cannot be disbursed for public 
works, social services and 
housing-related projects unless 
with COMELEC authority.



15.  Use of Public Funds

Starting March 28, public funds 
can be used for calamity even 
without COMELEC authority and 
for public works under a Public-
Private Partnership
arrangement.



16.  Election Offenses

The Gun Ban, Suspension Ban for 
LGU Elected Officials and 
Transfer/ Detail Ban in the Public 
Sector are already effective.



16.  Election Offenses

The prohibitions on Vote-Buying, 
Fund-Raising, Giving Donations, 
Coercion of Subordinates and 
Giving Free Food and Drinks during 
rallies local elected positions will 
become effective on March 28.



17.  Expenditures

If there are 500,000 voters, a 
local candidate affiliated with a 
political party can only spend as 
much as P1.5M (x P3). If running 
as an independent, P2.5M (x P5).



17.  Expenditures

Allowable expenditures are 
payments for Pollwatchers, HQs, 
printed materials, tri-media ads, 
lawyers, printing of sample ballots 
and copying of list of voters. The 
last 3 are not covered in the P5/3 
cap.



17.  Expenditures

The deadline for all candidates 
to file their Statement of 
Contributions and 
Expenditures (SOCE) is on June 
11.



18.  Voting Hours

Regular voting hours on 
Election Day is from 7:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m., but Seniors and 
PWDs can vote as early as 5:00 
a.m..



18.  Voting Hours

On Election Day, Vote-Buying/ -
Selling, Campaigning, Free 
Transportation, Food and Drinks, 
Setting-up of Booths and 
Cockfighting are not allowed.



19.  Voting

A voter shall: 
oshade ovals. 
odeposit the 
ballot inside 
the Automated 
Counting 
Machine. 



19.  Voting

The Automated 
Counting Machine: 
odisplays the choices 
of the voter. 
oprints a Voter-
Verified Paper-Audit 
Trail (VVPAT).



20.  Canvassing

30 Election Returns 
have QR Codes, will be 
transmitted (after 
printing of 8 copies 
and posting 1 copy), 
and will be given to 10 
Political Parties.



20. Canvassing

The bases for canvassing and 
proclamation are the transmitted 
results. The COMELEC en banc 
proclaims 12 Senators and allocates 
63 party-list seats while Local 
Boards of Canvassers proclaim 
winning local candidates.
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