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What is the Why of 
Philippine Elections?



C.H.O.P.F.E.

Credible Honest Orderly

Peaceful Free Elections



3 Elections in 2025

May 12 

October 13

December 1

o 12 Senators and Representatives
o Provincial, City and Municipal 

Officials

BARMM Regional Parliament

o Barangay  
o Sangguniang Kabataan



Postponement of Elections

Grounds: (1) Force majeure, (2) Violence, (3) Terrorism, (4) 
Loss or Destruction of Election Paraphernalia, and (5) 
Analogous Causes

Extent: Serious and Impossible to have free and orderly 
elections

Area: Political subdivision (not nationwide)

Conditions: Grounds must exist before the end of voting

Authority: Comelec en banc (petition or motu proprio)

Result: Special Elections within 30 days from cessation



Who can vote? 



Core Principles

Suffrage is a 
Right

Regularity of 
Elections

Free and 
Voluntary

Secrecy Personal
Choice of 

Candidates 
and Policies



Suffrage

Requirements

1. Filipino Citizen

2. 18 years of age

3. Resident in the 
Philippines

4. Resident of place

5. Free from 
disqualifications

6. Must be registered

Disqualifications

1. Sentenced by final judgment 
(≥ 1 year imprisonment)

2. Sentenced to suffer accessory 
penalty (political rights)

3. Adjudged by final judgment 
(disloyalty)

4. Court-declared insanity



Registration

Continuing
Right to 

Register vs. 
Right to Vote

Cancellation 
and 

Deactivation

Inclusion and 
Exclusion



Who do we vote for?



Who are Candidates?

1. Filed a Certificate of Candidacy (CoC), in the required 
form, within the prescribed period (unless proper 
substitution) for an elective public office

2. Qualified and does not possess any of the 
disqualifications (is not disqualified)

3. Has not withdrawn the CoC

4. Campaign period has commenced (Operative Fact 
under an automated system)



Elective Offices

National Offices

oPresident

oVice-President

oSenate

oHouse of Representatives
oDistrict
oParty-List

Regional and Local Offices

oBARMM Regional Parliament

oProvince

oCity

oMunicipality

oBarangay

oSangguniang Kabataan



Party-List System

Formula: (No. of DRs ÷ 0.8) x 0.2
In 2025: (254 ÷ 0.8) x 0.2 = 63.5 (63)
House Composition: 317 (254 + 63)

Types
1. National
2. Regional 
3. Sectoral



Formula for Winning

National/ Local Officials

First-Past-the-Post/ 
Plurality (not 
Majority)

Party-List
o Proportional Representation

o Statutory Threshold: 2%

oAll 63 seats must be filled-up

oMaximum: 3 seats/ party

oAllocation of Seats:
1. Rank all parties based on plurality
2. Allocate 1 seat for those that obtain 2% 

oNo. of votes of party ÷ Total 2nd votes
3. Allocate additional seats to 2%-parties 

proportionally 
4. Distribute remaining seats to non-2% parties 

until the 20% allocation is filled 

oNominees: 10 (based on ranking)



Eligibility

Qualifications

1. Age

2. Citizenship

3. Residency in the 
Philippines

4. Residency in locality

5. Registered Voter

6. Literacy

Disqualifications

1. Lack of Qualifications (Cancel 
Certificate of Candidacy for Willful 
Material Misrepresentation)

2. No bona fide intent to run for 
public office (Nuisance)

3. Committed an Election Offense 
(Disqualification)



Election Offenses
Section 68, OEC

oVote-Buying
oTerrorism
oExceed allowable 

expenditures
oUnlawful contributions
oProhibited election 

propaganda

oUnlawful electioneering
oCampaign Fund-Raising
oProhibited donations
oRelease of public funds
oCoercion
oThreats



Campaign

Purpose: Promote the election 
or defeat of a candidate

1. Forming organizations

2. Speeches, rallies and 
meetings

3. Letters, Printed Materials, 
Posters, Streamers and 
Billboards*

4. Tri-Media and Social Media

5. T-shirts and Gadgets

oPeriod: 90 and 45 days

oLast Day: Today, May 10

oCap: Maximum of P3/ voter 
for affiliated candidates and 
P5/ voter for independent 
candidates

oCoverage: * Does not cover 
voters for their materials 
displayed at their premises



Who is COMELEC?



Commission on Elections
oIs an independent constitutionally-

created Public Office/ Administrative 
Agency 

oEnjoys fiscal autonomy

oIs a collegial body composed of 1 
Chairperson and 6 Commissioners 
serving a 7-year term

oAdministers all laws relative to the 
conduct of elections

oCan issue 6 rules 

oCan adjudicate 

oCan investigate 

oCan cite persons in contempt

Cannot:

oEnact and amend laws
oProvide for penalties for 

violation of its rules unless 
empowered by law

oRule on one’s right of suffrage 
oDisobey the Procurement Law
oDeclare a candidate a 

nuisance for lack of financial 
resources and lack of 
awareness

oRequire voters to follow 
campaign regulations



Tips for Voters



Tips for Voters: Before Election Day



Tips for Voters: On Election Day



Tips for Voters: Voting/ Casting Proper



Ballots and 
Automated Counting Machine (ACM)



The Ballot



The Automated Counting Machine (ACM)



The Automated Counting Machine (ACM)



The Voter-Verified 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)



The Election Return (ER)



Opening of Polls-to-Casting-
to-Counting-to-Transmission-

to-Closing of Polls-to-
Canvassing-to-Proclamation











Election Cases



Election Cases: Summary

Subject Matter Types Venue at 1st Instance

Electorate/ Suffrage o Opposition to Application for Registration
o Inclusion and Exclusion
o Annulment of Book of Voters
o Challenge on Election Day
o Election Offense

Election Registration Board
Municipal Trial Court
COMELEC En Banc
Electoral Boards
COMELEC Law Dept. or Prosecutor

Candidate o Cancellation of CoC, Nuisance and Disqualification 
o Election Offense

COMELEC Division
COMELEC Law Dept. or Prosecutor

Integrity of 
Elections

o Postponement of Elections
o Failure of Elections

COMELEC En Banc
COMELEC En Banc

Pre-Proclamation o Board of Canvassers (BoC)-related BoC or COMELEC Division

Election Protests/ 
Post-Proclamation

o Annulment of Proclamation 
o Election Protest 
o Quo Warranto

COMELEC Division
Depends on position
Depends on position

Election Offenses o Against Candidates
o Against Non-Candidates and Voters

COMELEC Law Dept. or Prosecutor
COMELEC Law Dept. or Prosecutor



www.albertocagra.com
09175353823
alberto agra
attyagra
alberto.c.agra@gmail.com

Thank you.

http://ballotunboxed.com/subscribe
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