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PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT

So the public may know:

This Professional Athlete Independent Contractor Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into this [day] day of [month] [year], by and between:

[NAME OF TEAM/ CLUB/ SPORTS ORGANIZATION], a [description], with principal address at [address], represented herein by [name], in his/her capacity as [position], hereinafter referred to as the “TEAM”;

-and-

[NAME OF ATHLETE], of legal age, with address at [address], a professional athlete, hereinafter referred to as the “ATHLETE.”

The TEAM and the ATHLETE are collectively referred to as the “Parties.”

RECITALS

WHEREAS, the TEAM participates, or intends to participate, in professional sports leagues, tournaments, competitions, exhibitions, and related sporting activities;

WHEREAS, the ATHLETE possesses specialized athletic skill, experience, training, professional judgment, reputation, and expertise;

WHEREAS, the TEAM desires to engage the ATHLETE to represent the TEAM in specified professional competitions and related activities, and the ATHLETE desires to accept such engagement;

WHEREAS, the Parties intend to establish a contractual relationship in which the ATHLETE shall render professional athletic services as an independent contractor and not as an employee of the TEAM;

WHEREAS, the Parties recognize that the ATHLETE shall retain substantial independence over the means and methods by which the ATHLETE trains, develops, maintains, and exercises his or her athletic skill, subject to the specific contractual obligations, competition rules, league or association requirements, applicable laws and regulations, and legitimate health, safety, integrity, and safeguarding requirements provided herein;

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing premises and the mutual covenants contained herein, the Parties agree as follows:

ARTICLE I
NATURE AND SCOPE OF ENGAGEMENT

Section 1.01. Engagement. The TEAM hereby engages the ATHLETE, and the ATHLETE accepts such engagement, to represent the TEAM in the professional league, tournament, competition, season, series, event, or other sporting activity identified in this Agreement or its annexes.

Section 1.02. Independent Contractor. The ATHLETE is engaged as an independent contractor. Nothing in this Agreement is intended to establish an employer-employee relationship, partnership, joint venture, or agency between the Parties.

Section 1.03. Contracted Services and Results. The TEAM may specify the competitions, matches, games, races, events, official Team activities, appearances, and other deliverables for which the ATHLETE has been engaged. Subject to this Agreement, however, the ATHLETE retains substantial discretion over the means and methods by which the ATHLETE develops, maintains, and exercises his or her athletic skill.

Section 1.04. Specialized Skill and Professional Judgment. The ATHLETE is engaged because of his or her specialized athletic skill, expertise, experience, professional judgment, reputation, and competitive ability. The Parties recognize that athletic performance inherently requires the exercise of the ATHLETE's personal skill and independent professional judgment.


ARTICLE II
INDEPENDENCE OVER ATHLETIC TECHNIQUE, TRAINING AND PREPARATION

Section 2.01. Athletic Technique. Except for legitimate Team strategy and coordination during Team competitions and official activities, the TEAM shall not exercise general control over the ATHLETE's personal athletic technique, style, mechanics, methods, or manner of performing the sport.

Section 2.02. Training and Conditioning. Subject to the ATHLETE's obligation to remain reasonably fit, prepared, and qualified to perform the agreed professional services, the ATHLETE shall generally determine his or her own:

(a) personal training program;
(b) drills and practice routines;
(c) fitness and conditioning program;
(d) strength-training program;
(e) personal training schedule outside official Team activities;
(f) training venue;
(g) recovery program;
(h) nutrition and wellness program; and
(i) other personal preparation methods.

Section 2.03. Coaching and Team Strategy. The TEAM and its coaches, managers, technical officials, and other authorized personnel may provide recommendations, tactical instructions, scouting information, Team strategy, performance information, and other advice reasonably necessary for Team competition.

Such instructions shall principally relate to the ATHLETE's participation in official Team activities and shall not be construed as granting the TEAM general control over the ATHLETE's personal training methods, athletic development, or professional career.


ARTICLE III
NON-EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT

Section 3.01. General Rule of Non-Exclusivity. Except with respect to the particular professional league, tournament, competition, event, season, or Team commitment expressly covered by this Agreement, the ATHLETE's engagement shall be non-exclusive.

Section 3.02. Other Work and Professional Activities. The ATHLETE shall remain free to pursue other lawful work, profession, occupation, business, livelihood, commercial undertaking, sporting activity, or professional engagement, provided that such activity does not materially prevent the ATHLETE from performing a specific obligation expressly undertaken under this Agreement.

Section 3.03. Other Teams and Organizations. Subject to applicable league, federation, association, regulatory, eligibility, and conflict-of-interest rules, the ATHLETE may participate in competitions or activities for other teams, clubs, associations, organizations, sponsors, institutions, or entities outside the specific professional engagement covered by this Agreement.

Section 3.04. No General Restriction on Career. The TEAM shall have no general right to control the ATHLETE's sporting, professional, commercial, business, educational, or other lawful activities outside the scope of this Agreement.


ARTICLE IV
PARTICIPATION IN OTHER COMPETITIONS

Section 4.01. Other Competitions. Subject to applicable professional league, federation, association, regulatory, and eligibility rules, the ATHLETE may participate in other professional, non-professional, amateur, open, recreational, invitational, charity, exhibition, or other sporting competitions outside the specific engagement covered by this Agreement.

Section 4.02. Choice of Partners, Teammates and Training Partners. In sports involving partners or combinations, and outside competitions in which the ATHLETE officially represents the TEAM, the ATHLETE shall generally be free to choose his or her own competition partner, teammate, training partner, or other sporting collaborators.
The TEAM's authority to determine playing combinations, line-ups, pairings, formations, or Team assignments shall be limited to competitions and activities in which the ATHLETE represents the TEAM.

Section 4.03. Schedule Conflicts. The ATHLETE shall reasonably avoid outside engagements that directly conflict with previously agreed official Team competitions or mandatory contractual commitments.


ARTICLE V
PARTICIPATION IN OTHER SPORTS AND ACTIVITIES

Section 5.01. Other Sports. Unless expressly and reasonably restricted under this Agreement, the ATHLETE may participate in other sports or athletic activities, whether professionally, competitively, recreationally, or otherwise.

Section 5.02. Athlete's Judgment. The ATHLETE recognizes that participation in another sport or physical activity may affect his or her training, preparation, physical condition, or performance. Subject to the ATHLETE's obligation to fulfill specific commitments under this Agreement, the decision whether to participate in another sport or physical activity shall principally belong to the ATHLETE.

Section 5.03. Reasonable Safety Limitations. Nothing herein prevents the Parties from mutually agreeing upon reasonable and proportionate limitations when a particular activity presents a demonstrable and substantial risk of injury that would directly impair the ATHLETE's ability to fulfill an imminent contractual obligation.


ARTICLE VI
INDEPENDENT COACHING, TRAINING AND OTHER SERVICES

Section 6.01. Outside Professional Services. The ATHLETE may independently work as a coach, trainer, instructor, clinician, consultant, mentor, speaker, commentator, sports ambassador, or in any other lawful professional capacity.

Section 6.02. Independence. The ATHLETE may independently determine the persons or entities to whom such services are provided, the fees to be charged, schedules, venues, methodologies, and other terms of such engagements.

Section 6.03. Income. Unless otherwise expressly agreed in writing, all income earned by the ATHLETE from such independent activities shall belong exclusively to the ATHLETE.


ARTICLE VII
SPONSORSHIPS, ENDORSEMENTS AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES

Section 7.01. Personal Sponsors. Except during official Team, league, association, or competition activities where legitimate sponsor restrictions apply, the ATHLETE may independently solicit, negotiate, obtain, maintain, and terminate personal sponsorships and endorsements.

Section 7.02. Commercial Activities. Such activities may include sponsorships or endorsements involving sporting equipment, apparel, footwear, personal appearances, social media, clinics, exhibitions, competitions, commercial products and services, and other lawful activities.

Section 7.03. Sponsor Conflicts. Any restriction arising from a conflict between a personal sponsor and an official Team, league, competition, or association sponsor shall be reasonable, proportionate, clearly disclosed, and, as far as practicable, limited to official activities covered by this Agreement.

Section 7.04. Sponsorship Income. Unless otherwise expressly agreed in writing, all income from the ATHLETE's personal sponsorships, endorsements, and commercial activities shall belong exclusively to the ATHLETE.


ARTICLE VIII
NAME, IMAGE AND LIKENESS RIGHTS

Section 8.01. Athlete's NIL Rights. The ATHLETE retains his or her rights and interests in the ATHLETE's name, image, likeness, voice, signature, photograph, biography, persona, nickname, social-media identity, and other indicia of personal identity, collectively referred to as the “NIL Rights.”

Section 8.02. Independent Commercialization. Subject to reasonable restrictions applicable to official Team and competition activities, the ATHLETE may independently use, license, endorse, commercialize, and monetize his or her NIL Rights.

Section 8.03. Limited License to TEAM. The ATHLETE grants the TEAM a limited, non-exclusive license during the term of this Agreement to use the ATHLETE's NIL Rights for legitimate Team purposes, including Team promotion, competition promotion, schedules, rosters, publicity, social-media content, and reasonable marketing of the TEAM.

Section 8.04. No Permanent Transfer. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute an assignment, permanent transfer, surrender, or waiver of the ATHLETE's NIL Rights.

Section 8.05. Separate Commercial Uses. Any commercial use of the ATHLETE's NIL Rights beyond the scope of the license granted herein shall require the ATHLETE's prior consent and, where appropriate, separate compensation.


ARTICLE IX
CONTROL OVER TIME AND PERSONAL SCHEDULE

Except for agreed competitions, Team practices, meetings, travel, promotional appearances, league or association activities, and other expressly identified contractual commitments, the ATHLETE shall generally determine his or her own schedule.

The ATHLETE shall not be required to observe the ordinary office hours or general working hours applicable to employees of the TEAM solely by reason of this Agreement.


ARTICLE X
PERSONAL COACHES AND SUPPORT PERSONNEL

Subject to applicable competition, accreditation, access, and safety rules, the ATHLETE may independently select and engage his or her own:

(a) personal coach;
(b) strength and conditioning coach;
(c) trainer;
(d) physical therapist;
(e) nutritionist or dietitian;
(f) sports psychologist or mental performance professional;
(g) agent or manager;
(h) lawyer or legal adviser;
(i) accountant or financial adviser; and
(j) other professional advisers or support personnel.
Unless expressly assumed by the TEAM in writing, the costs of such independently engaged persons shall be for the account of the ATHLETE.


ARTICLE XI
COMPENSATION AND FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE

Section 11.01. Contractual Compensation. In consideration for the professional athletic services covered by this Agreement, the TEAM shall pay the ATHLETE the compensation specified in Annex “A.”
Compensation may consist of a contractual fee, retainer, competition fee, appearance fee, match or event fee, performance incentive, championship bonus, prize-sharing arrangement, or such other consideration as the Parties may agree upon.

Section 11.02. Other Sources of Income. The ATHLETE may earn income from other lawful sources, including employment or professional activities, coaching, businesses, professional services, sponsorships, endorsements, NIL arrangements, appearances, other competitions, and other commercial or professional engagements.

Section 11.03. Expenses. The respective responsibilities of the Parties for travel, accommodation, meals, equipment, entry or tournament fees, insurance, medical services, and other expenses shall be expressly identified in this Agreement or its annexes.


ARTICLE XII
CONTRACTUAL BENEFITS AND SUPPORT

Section 12.01. Contractual Support. The TEAM may provide the ATHLETE with travel, accommodation, meals, uniforms, equipment, competition expenses, insurance, medical services, training assistance, performance incentives, bonuses, or other support specifically agreed upon by the Parties.

Section 12.02. Nature of Support. Such benefits and support are provided pursuant to the contractual engagement of the ATHLETE and shall not, standing alone, be construed as establishing an employer-employee relationship.

Section 12.03. Statutory Rights and Benefits. Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted as a waiver or diminution of any benefit, incentive, discount, privilege, protection, or entitlement independently granted to the ATHLETE by law.


ARTICLE XIII
SPORTS GOVERNANCE, INTEGRITY AND SAFE SPORT

Section 13.01. Compliance with Applicable Rules. The ATHLETE shall comply with applicable laws and lawful regulations and with the legitimate rules of the relevant professional league, sports federation, association, competition organizer, sanctioning body, and competent regulatory authority.

Section 13.02. Sports Integrity. The ATHLETE shall comply with applicable rules and policies concerning:

(a) anti-doping;
(b) game-fixing and competition manipulation;
(c) prohibited sports betting or gambling;
(d) bribery and corruption;
(e) conflicts of interest;
(f) competition integrity; and
(g) fair play and sportsmanship.

Section 13.03. Safe Sport. The ATHLETE shall observe applicable Safe Sport and safeguarding policies and shall refrain from hazing, bullying, harassment, discrimination, abuse, violence, retaliation, exploitation, sexual misconduct, and other conduct inconsistent with the safety, dignity, and welfare of athletes and other sports stakeholders.

Section 13.04. Codes of Conduct. The ATHLETE shall comply with reasonable codes of ethics and conduct applicable to official Team activities and competitions.

Section 13.05. Nature of Regulatory Requirements. Compliance with applicable laws, competition rules, regulatory requirements, integrity standards, Safe Sport requirements, and contractual codes of conduct shall constitute regulatory or contractual obligations and shall not, by itself, establish an employer-employee relationship.


ARTICLE XIV
LIMITATION ON TEAM CONTROL

Section 14.01. Legitimate Scope of Team Authority. The TEAM's authority over the ATHLETE shall principally relate to:

(a) competitions in which the ATHLETE represents the TEAM;
(b) agreed Team practices and official activities;
(c) Team strategy and coordination during official competitions;
(d) compliance with applicable competition and regulatory rules;
(e) Team uniforms, branding, and identification during official activities;
(f) agreed promotional and commercial obligations;
(g) sports integrity requirements;
(h) health, safety, and Safe Sport requirements; and
(i) other expressly agreed contractual deliverables.

Section 14.02. Matters Reserved to the ATHLETE. Except as expressly and reasonably provided in this Agreement, the TEAM shall not exercise general control over the ATHLETE's:

(a) personal training methods;
(b) athletic technique and style;
(c) independent coaching or professional activities;
(d) outside work, profession, occupation, or business;
(e) participation in other sports and non-conflicting competitions;
(f) personal sponsorships and endorsements;
(g) NIL commercialization;
(h) choice of partners, teammates, or training partners outside Team competitions;
(i) selection of personal coaches and advisers; or
(j) other lawful activities outside the scope of this Agreement.


ARTICLE XV
NO GENERAL SUPERVISION OVER PRIVATE AND PROFESSIONAL LIFE

The TEAM's authority shall be confined to matters reasonably and directly connected with this professional engagement.

Except where reasonably necessary to protect legitimate Team interests or ensure compliance with applicable law and competition rules, the TEAM shall not exercise general supervision over the ATHLETE's private life, independent business activities, personal sporting career, training decisions, educational pursuits, commercial opportunities, or other lawful activities.


ARTICLE XVI
HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE

Section 16.01. Safe Environment. The TEAM shall take reasonable measures within its control to provide a safe sporting environment during Team-organized practices, competitions, training activities, travel, and official events.

Section 16.02. Athlete's Responsibility. The ATHLETE shall exercise reasonable care over his or her personal fitness, conditioning, preparation, health, recovery, and participation in activities outside the TEAM's control.

Section 16.03. Medical Decisions. Nothing in this Agreement shall authorize the TEAM to compel the ATHLETE to compete or train contrary to competent medical advice or under circumstances presenting an unreasonable risk to the ATHLETE's health or safety.

Section 16.04. No Waiver of Unwaivable Rights. Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute a waiver of liability for fraud, willful misconduct, gross negligence, or any right or liability that cannot lawfully be waived.


ARTICLE XVII
TERM AND TERMINATION

Section 17.01. Term. This Agreement shall commence on [date/ event] and terminate on [date/ event], unless earlier terminated in accordance with this Article.

Section 17.02. Termination. Either Party may terminate this Agreement on the grounds and pursuant to the procedures expressly provided herein.

Section 17.03. Material Breach. Grounds for termination may include material breach of this Agreement, unjustified failure to participate in an agreed competition or activity, fraud, serious sports-integrity violations, competition manipulation, doping violations, serious Safe Sport violations, or other substantial contractual breaches.

Section 17.04. Notice and Opportunity to Respond. Except where immediate action is reasonably necessary to protect health, safety, sports integrity, or the interests of a competition, the ATHLETE shall be informed of an alleged contractual breach and afforded a reasonable opportunity to respond before termination for cause.


ARTICLE XVIII
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS

Section 18.01. Intention of the Parties. The Parties expressly intend that the ATHLETE shall perform the professional athletic services covered by this Agreement as an independent contractor and not as an employee of the TEAM.

Section 18.02. Independence of Means and Methods. Subject to the specific contractual commitments and legitimate Team, competition, regulatory, health, safety, and integrity requirements provided herein, the ATHLETE shall retain substantial independence over the means and methods of performing and preparing for the professional athletic services covered by this Agreement.

Section 18.03. No Authority to Bind TEAM. Unless separately and expressly authorized in writing, the ATHLETE shall have no authority to enter into contracts in the name of the TEAM, incur liabilities on behalf of the TEAM, or otherwise bind the TEAM to third persons.

Section 18.04. Substance Over Designation. The Parties acknowledge that the legal characterization of their relationship does not depend solely upon the title or terminology used in this Agreement. The actual facts, circumstances, and implementation of the relationship, including the nature and degree of control actually exercised, shall govern in accordance with applicable law.

Section 18.05. Consistency of Implementation. The Parties undertake to implement this Agreement consistently with the independent nature of the engagement. The TEAM shall principally specify the professional services, competitions, Team commitments, and contracted results, while the ATHLETE shall retain substantial independence over his or her athletic technique, training methods, preparation, outside professional activities, commercial opportunities, and career development.


ARTICLE XIX
ATHLETE RIGHTS

Without limiting rights provided by law, applicable sports regulations, or this Agreement, the ATHLETE shall have the right to:

(a) dignity, respect, and equal treatment;
(b) a safe sporting environment;
(c) freedom from abuse, harassment, bullying, hazing, discrimination, retaliation, and exploitation;
(d) reasonable protection of personal and medical information;
(e) exercise and commercialize NIL Rights subject to this Agreement;
(f) obtain independent legal, professional, medical, financial, and other advice;
(g) participate in other lawful professional, commercial, educational, and sporting activities subject to this Agreement;
(h) receive the compensation and contractual benefits agreed upon;
(i) raise grievances or complaints without improper retaliation;
(j) be informed of material rules and obligations applicable to the engagement; and
(k) exercise all rights that cannot lawfully be waived.


ARTICLE XX
ATHLETE RESPONSIBILITIES

The ATHLETE shall:

(a) perform the agreed professional athletic services in good faith;
(b) use reasonable efforts to remain fit and prepared for agreed competitions;
(c) attend and participate in agreed official Team commitments;
(d) observe applicable competition and regulatory rules;
(e) uphold sportsmanship, integrity, fair play, and the Noble Purpose of Sports;
(f) comply with applicable anti-doping and sports-integrity requirements;
(g) comply with Safe Sport and safeguarding standards;
(h) respect teammates, opponents, coaches, officials, spectators, organizers, and other stakeholders;
(i) avoid conduct intended to improperly manipulate the outcome or any aspect of a competition;
(j) disclose material conflicts of interest when required by applicable rules; and
(k) comply in good faith with the lawful contractual obligations expressly undertaken under this Agreement.


ARTICLE XXI
TEAM RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Section 21.01. TEAM Rights. Subject to this Agreement, the TEAM may determine matters reasonably necessary for its participation in official competitions, including Team composition, line-ups, competition strategy, official schedules, uniforms, branding, Team logistics, and other legitimate Team matters.

Section 21.02. TEAM Responsibilities. The TEAM shall:

(a) honor the ATHLETE's independent contractual status;
(b) pay agreed compensation when due;
(c) provide agreed contractual support and benefits;
(d) respect the ATHLETE's NIL and other proprietary rights;
(e) respect the ATHLETE's lawful outside activities;
(f) provide reasonable health and safety measures for activities under its control;
(g) maintain and enforce appropriate Safe Sport and safeguarding standards;
(h) refrain from unlawful discrimination, harassment, abuse, coercion, or retaliation; and
(i) act in good faith in implementing this Agreement.

ARTICLE XXII
DISPUTE RESOLUTION

The Parties shall first endeavor in good faith to resolve any dispute arising from this Agreement through direct negotiation.

The Parties may thereafter mutually agree to mediation, arbitration, or another appropriate alternative dispute-resolution mechanism.
Nothing herein shall exclude or impair the jurisdiction of any court, labor tribunal, government agency, sports regulatory authority, arbitral body, or other tribunal where jurisdiction is conferred by law and cannot validly be waived.

Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent either Party from asserting before the proper tribunal the true legal nature of the relationship between the Parties.


ARTICLE XXIII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 23.01. Entire Agreement. This Agreement and its annexes constitute the entire agreement between the Parties concerning its subject matter.

Section 23.02. Amendments. Any amendment or modification shall be in writing and signed by both Parties.

Section 23.03. Severability. If any provision is declared invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall continue in force to the extent legally permissible.

Section 23.04. No Waiver. Failure by either Party to enforce a provision on one occasion shall not constitute a waiver of the right to enforce the same or any other provision thereafter.

Section 23.05. Governing Law. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the Republic of the Philippines.

Section 23.06. Regulatory Requirements. Where the ATHLETE or the professional competition is subject to the jurisdiction of a government regulatory body, professional league, national sports association, international federation, or other competent sports authority, this Agreement shall be subject to applicable mandatory licensing, eligibility, regulatory, and competition requirements.


ARTICLE XXIV
FREEDOM, CONSENT AND NON-WAIVER OF RIGHTS

Section 24.01. Free and Informed Consent. The ATHLETE acknowledges that he or she has freely entered into this Agreement, has been given sufficient opportunity to review its terms, and has been afforded the opportunity to obtain independent legal or professional advice.

Section 24.02. No Forced Participation. Nothing in this Agreement shall authorize the TEAM to compel the ATHLETE to participate in an activity in violation of law, applicable Safe Sport standards, competent medical advice, or circumstances presenting an unreasonable threat to the ATHLETE's health or safety.

Section 24.03. Non-Waiver. Nothing herein shall be construed as a waiver, diminution, or surrender of any right, protection, benefit, or remedy that cannot lawfully be waived.

Section 24.04. Noble Purpose of Sports. The Parties undertake to implement this Agreement consistently with the Noble Purpose of Sports and the principles of excellence, integrity, discipline, respect, fair play, inclusion, athlete welfare, and safe sport.


ARTICLE XXV
SIGNATURES

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have signed this Agreement on the ___ day of __________ 20___ at ______________________________.

[NAME OF TEAM/CLUB/SPORTS ORGANIZATION]

By:


Name:
Position:


[NAME OF ATHLETE]

